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The Characteristics and Problems of Confucian Doctrine of knowledge and Action
Chen Jiaming

Abstract; Comparing to the Western philosophy, the Confucian doctrine of knowledge and action
shows some characteristics. For instance, with regard to the issue of the ground of moral ability, it
was not partial to the rational or emotional aspects, but considers the relationship between of heart
and emotion. It takes the moral “Qi” (“<.”) as the assistance element in the progress of transition
from “knowledge” to “action”, etc. There appeared a few of problems in this doctrine. Its concept of
“knowledge” has the dual nature of both ethics and cognition, and it failed to distinguish between
“knowledge” and “belief”, even didn’t have the concept of “belief ”. It also failed to separate
theoretical reason from practical reason, etc. These caused some defects in theory, and accordingly
brought some consequences of confusion, such as that of “knowledge” with “morality”. Furthermore,
Confucian moral idealism is the default for a kind of “the kingdom of the Junzi (morally superior
man)”, namely, regarding human nature as good. It did not consider the fundamental issues in
following two points. One is human rights, the other is to guard against evil of human nature.
Therefore, this kind “the kingdom of the Junzi” default made Chinese nation pay a heavy price
historically in the important areas such as human rights and the rule of law.

Key words: Confucianism, doctrine of knowledge and action, moral belief, practical reason
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